KTSC Parent Guidelines – Junior Competitive Tennis
Competitive tennis is a fantastic opportunity for our junior players to develop their tennis, but also to learn independence, resilience, sportsmanship and how to handle the ups and downs that come with competition.
Parents and caregivers play an important role in creating a positive environment around junior tennis. These guidelines apply to interclub, tournaments, Club Champs and other competitive matches involving KTSC junior players.
1. Let the players play
Once a match begins, the court belongs to the players.
Please allow players to make their own decisions, call their own lines, keep score and work through normal disagreements themselves. Parents should not call balls in or out, correct the score from the sideline or become involved in disputes between players.
If players genuinely cannot resolve an issue, they should seek assistance from the team manager, tournament official or appropriate person overseeing the competition.
Learning to manage these situations is an important part of becoming a confident competitive player.
2. Support rather than coach
Parents are encouraged to watch, applaud good tennis and provide positive support.
Please avoid giving tactical or technical advice during matches, including between points or from the sideline. Even well-intentioned advice can add pressure and distract players from learning to problem-solve for themselves.
A simple "Come on", "Keep going" or "Well played" is usually all that is needed.
3. Keep the focus on more than the result
Winning is great, but it isn't the only measure of a successful match.
We encourage parents to recognise things such as effort, attitude, problem-solving, sportsmanship, competing hard and trying to apply things the player has been working on.
After a match, giving your child a little time before analysing what happened can also be helpful. Sometimes the best first question is simply:
"Did you enjoy playing?"
4. Respect opponents and their families
Please support good tennis from both sides of the net.
Avoid commenting negatively about an opponent, their ability, line calls, behaviour or their parents. Our players notice how adults behave, and we want KTSC families to model the sportsmanship we expect from our juniors.
At interclub in particular, we want visiting teams and families to feel welcome at KTSC.
5. Allow children to deal with line calls
Players are responsible for calling the ball on their side of the court.
Parents and spectators often have a different viewing angle and should not become involved in line calls — even when you are certain you saw the ball differently.
If there is a repeated or serious problem, raise it quietly with the appropriate team manager or official rather than becoming involved directly with the players.
6. Remember that junior players are still learning
Competitive tennis can be challenging. Players will make mistakes, lose matches they might have expected to win, become frustrated and sometimes make poor decisions.
These experiences are part of learning to compete.
We want our juniors to know that their parents, teammates and Club support them regardless of the score.
7. Be mindful of ratings and rankings
WTN, rankings and match results can be useful indicators of progress, but they shouldn't dominate conversations around junior tennis.
Ratings will move up and down. Players will sometimes beat someone with a stronger rating and lose to someone with a weaker one.
Our focus should be on long-term development rather than what happens to a number after an individual match.
8. Encourage being a good teammate
Interclub is different from an individual tournament — players are representing KTSC and their team.
We encourage players to support teammates, stay engaged while others are playing, celebrate each other's successes and handle wins and losses well.
Parents can reinforce the message that every member of the team contributes, regardless of where they play in the team or whether they win their individual match.
9. Leave tennis disagreements at the court
Occasionally there will be disagreements about scoring, line calls, team selections, playing order or other aspects of competition.
If you have a concern, please raise it calmly with the appropriate team manager, Junior Convenor or Club Manager rather than discussing it with other children or confronting another parent or player.
We are always happy to talk through genuine concerns.
10. Above all, help keep tennis enjoyable
We want our juniors to love playing tennis and want to keep playing.
Competitive tennis inevitably brings pressure, disappointment and nerves alongside some fantastic moments. As adults, one of the most valuable things we can do is help keep those experiences in perspective.
Support them. Encourage them. Let them compete. Let them learn. And enjoy watching them play.
